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Mary Meigs Atwater
Weaving a Life





1878





The Wider World



Romantic Paris



Adulting



Of Beauty and Service



Politics:

Carrie Chapman Catt(January 9, 
1859 – March 9, 1947) 

Catt served as president of the 
National American Woman Suffrage 
Association and was the founder of 
the League  of Women Voters and 
the International  Alliance of 
Women.She "led an army of 
voteless women in 1919 to pressure 
Congress to pass the constitutional 
amendment giving them the right 
to vote and convinced state 
legislatures to ratify it in 1920.



A place to call home;
Basin, Montana



Birth of the
Shuttle Craft Guild
I began my study of handweaving, not 
only to find an outlet for my own artistic 
impulses, but also to provide social 
service…

For some time I had wanted to start 
something for the women of the 
community – a potential business. 

An active and intelligent woman can’t 
keep busy enough for comfort keeping 
house in a three room shack. 



Mary at work



War and Peace



The Real World



The Tough Transition Years: 1919-1923



The Shuttle-Craft Guild 
Bulletin
14 Ash Street in Cambridge
First issue appeared in September 
of 1924 – the initial subscription 
was $5 per year. Mary started with 
100 subscribers in the first issue, by 
the second issue the readership had 
grown to 200. 
A viable business was born.



Mary as Rancher



The Great Depression

May of 1931 published – The Recipe 
Book

1931 – The Great Depression Hits

1932 – Daughter Betty graduated from 
High School 

1935 – Wrote a mystery book, Crime in 
Corn-Weather while she was a resident 
of Bozeman and her daughter was 
attending MSU-Bozeman. 

1937 – Attended the first of weaving 
conferences and institutes in which 
weavers would gather for education and 
the exchange of information. She began 
travelling for her weaving expertise.



World War II
Continued emphasis on weaving 
education
Support of Occupational Therapy 
for the war effort
Continues residence in  Basin, 
Montana



Problem 1, to weave a square of the 
pattern "as drawn in" .
Problem 2: To weave a towel or a table 
runner in plain weave with colored 
borders. 
Problem 3: To weave a sampler. 
This pattern is capable of many 
variations.. Do not try to produce a 
piece of weaving for use in any way. 



Selvage design for 
overshot



Structo 705 and 750



To learn more:


